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Summer Greetings to All, 
 
It feels like summer has finally reached the 
Northwest. I was beginning to wonder if it would 
happen, but all the rain this spring has left the 
area lush and green. A much preferable situation 
to last year’s tender dry climate that led to 
wildfires. Hope you all get a chance to get out 
and enjoy the summer in your TREKS and 
SOBS. 
 
The club is having a good year with two great 
rallies and the FMCA Northwest Regional Rally 
already in the books.  Another rally is scheduled 
for Aug. 2 – 7 in Pt. Townsend. 
 
I want to thank the members that organized 
these rallies – rallies are what put the “fun” in the 
NW Trek Fun Club. Irva and Gary Cooper held a 
great rally in Poulsbo and opened their lovely 
yard to fun breakfast gatherings every morning. 
Al and Elaine Zimmerman with Scott and Carolyn 
Carpenter hosted the great pre-rally in Lakeside, 
Oregon before the FMCA NW Rally in Coos Bay. 
We had five first time attendee rigs at Lakeside 
and a good time was enjoyed by those who 
attended.  
 
Ron Mahugh and Mary Burchett  are organizing 
the Port Townsend Rally and it looks like they will 
have a great turn-out for that one. There will be 
more comprehensive rally reports in this 

newsletter but I wanted to give recognition to 
the members for their efforts that bring 
enjoyment to all who participate. 
 

Speaking of Participation! Elections for club 
officers are approaching. We have  
(continued on page 2) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 

RALLY SCHEDULE 
2022 

 
August 2 - 7  Port Townsend Rally 
 Ron & Mary Mahugh 
 
August 24 – 27 FMCA Intl. Convention 
 Lincoln, NE 
 
Fall Rally possibilities? 

 
2023 

Spring  Start the year with  
  a fling! – Plan a rally. 
 
June  Pre-rally – location? 
 
June 7 – 11 FMCA NW Area Rally 
  Linn County Fairgrounds 
  Albany 
 
August - September   Perhaps on the  
  dry side of the mountains 
 
August 23 – 26 FMCA Intl. Convention 
 Gillette, Wyoming 
 
 

NWTFC’s goal 
is to have 3 – 4 rallies each year. 

Be a Wagon Master & share the fun! 
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fortunately had a volunteer, John Harold from 
Tillamook, OR, to assume the role of Webmaster. 
He is doing a great job and we are very lucky to 
have such a qualified person to take the position. 
The offices of Vice President, Treasurer, and 
Alternate National Director are up for election this 
year. We also have a request from David to have 
a replacement for him as the secretary due to 
health issues. The Rally Coordinator position is 
also open. Please consider volunteering for one 
of these positions as they are necessary to keep 
the club functioning.  
 
These positions are not greatly time or labor 
consuming and there is always help available 
during the learning process and to solve any 
issues that may arise. Do not be intimidated by 
the titles. The term FUN CLUB in our club name 
says a lot about the duties and responsibilities 
involved in these positions. That is my plea for 
members to step forward to keep this  club the 
great organization that it is. 
 
Looking forward to seeing as many of you as can 
make it to Pt. Townsend. It is always a great 
rally! 
 
Mike Ashbridge 
President. 

 
 
 
 

FMCA NW Area Rally 
June 23 – 26, 2022 

Mill Casino, North Bend, Oregon 
 

What did you miss – if you were not able to 
attend the annual FMCA NW Area Rally? 

 
It was called the “Welcome Back Rally” because 
it was the first time the FMCA chapters of the 
Northwest were able to gather since 2019.  214 
RVs registered for the rally. 
 
Seven RVs traveled south on US 101 on 
Tuesday from Lakeside where the pre-rally was 
held.  TWTFC’s assignment again was the FMCA 
merchandise store.  On Tuesday the project was 
to inventory the merchandise that was shipped 
from Ohio. Most of those who were in the 
caravan pitched in to help with the store and their 
efforts were appreciated very much.  With 
several suggestions for displaying the shirts and 
jackets, the store was ready for customers on 
Thursday morning. 
 

 
 
 
 
Wednesday was the famous annual NW Hot  
Dog Bash.  The hot dogs were huge – must have 
been those Costco dogs by request. 

Welcome Back NW Rally 

President’s Message continued 

 

 

 

Elaine Zimmerman & Kathleen Walczak 
are ready to serve customers. 

Count those shirts & get the number right. 
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Thursday’s dinner was salmon cooked over the 
coals of an Alder fire by the chief of the Coquille 
Indians – Jason Younker.  There is just 
something special about the tender and moist 
salmon cooked this way.  Entertainment on 
Thursday was provided by the Timberwolf Band 
and their music reflected 40 years of making 
music on the Oregon coast.  They were well-
received.   
 
The treat on Friday was the Ice Cream Social 
with strawberries and ice cream. 
 
Saturday was the final day of the rally and will not 
soon be forgotten by members of the NW Trek 
Fun Club.  First, it was time to inventory and pack 
all the merchandise to be returned to Cincinnati.  
24 boxes were loaded on the pallet.  Second, at 
each rally 50/50 tickets are sold with ½ of the 
proceeds going to “The Kids Hope Center” in 
Coos Bay.  Mike Ashbridge, NWTFC president, 
was a winner and took home $461 in prize 
money.  Third, entertainment was provided by 
Matt  Baker, a comedian who performed amazing 
stunts.  He has appeared on America’s Got 
Talent.  His final stunt was catching a bowling 
ball on his head. 
 
Next year’s FMCA NW Area Rally in Albany, OR  
at the Linn County Fairgrounds June 4 – 11.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most likely we will have Heavy Hors d’oeuvres 
and desserts the first night, 3 pot lucks, free night 
to eat in Port Townsend on your own, and the 
last night will be pizza.  Pastry and coffee in the 
morning. 
 
An agenda with all the final rally info will be sent 
out about July 20th.  We are looking forward to 
seeing old friends and meeting new ones. 

Some would say that today’s students aren’t 
as well educated as the previous generation.  
These test question answers would indicate 
they are at least as creative with their 
answers.  This student received an A for 
creativity, but did not pass the test. 

1. In which battle did Napoleon die? 
His last one. 

2. Where was the declaration of 
Independence signed? 
At the bottom of the page. 

3. What is the main reason for divorce? 
Marriage. 

4. What can you never eat for breakfast? 
Lunch and dinner. 

5. How can you drop a raw egg onto a 
concrete floor without cracking it? 
Any way you want, because a concrete 
floor is very hard to crack. 
 

  

 

Wagon Masters 
Ron & Mary Mahugh 
ronski16@comcast.net 
     253-209-9739 

Test Answers That Didn’t Quite Make It 

 

mailto:ronski16@comcast.net
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Wagon masters, Gary & Irva Cooper, chose the Suquamish Clearwater Casino Resort near Poulsbo, 
WA as the rally site.  It was just a short distance from their nearby home and the for breakfast each 
morning.  The weather couldn’t have been better those four days!  Rally attendees were Gary and Irva 
Cooper; Jeff and Shannon Dennis; Jo Ruby;  Lee Buckley; Mike and Lynn Ashbridge; Al and Elaine 
Zimmerman; Ed and Jeanette Block; Ron Mahugh and Mary Burchett; Bob Edwards.; and Sue Bjornson, 
honorary member and past Treasurer of the club.  
           
On Thursday, upon arrival, a gathering was 
held beside Mahugh/Burchett’s where tables 
were set up for the potluck of heavy hor 
d’oeuvres & desserts.  Irva handed out bags of 
helpful pamphlets, maps & Viking Fest 
schedules.  Newer members, Jeff & Shannon 
Dennis, joined us from home in nearby 
Kingston.  Sue Bjornson enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit with Trek club friends.  She 
has moved from Sequim to Gig Harbor and is 
doing okay since Dean’s passing.  
  

 
The newest member, Jo Ruby, came to her first NWTFC rally from 
Yakima – even if her Magic-Bed was not functioning.  During the  
Saturday ‘free-time’, good hearted, Lee Buckley, took on the 
problem.  His fine troubleshooting led to replacing a missing fuse & 
correcting a related electrical issue, as well as replacing lost 
hardware. The system now operates as it should.  Excellent work, 
Lee!   
              
    Every morning Gary & Irva Cooper provided a fine Continental 

breakfast at their charming home amidst the towering cedars.   
 

Viking Fest Rally 
May 19 – 23, 2022 

Poulsbo, Washington 

NW TREK FUN CLUB 

RALLIES ARE WHERE THE FUN HAPPENS! 

 

 

Sue Bjornson – Honorary Member 
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On Friday afternoon we carpooled for a good tour of Echoes 
Brewery in Poulsbo.  The master brewer, Mark Hood, was totally 
enthusiastic about the business, re-established after the pandemic . . . 
even the impressive vats he purchased in Belgium and his unique 
brewing process. We all were treated to a sample of their good 
ale.  ‘Echoes’ beers can only be found at the more popular markets on 
the Kitsap Peninsula.  That evening a gathering was held near 
Mahugh/Burchett’s coach with 
lawn chairs, circling their cheery, 
propane fire pit for a good social 
time.   
  

After breakfast on Saturday, all were free to enjoy the day as we 
wished.  People explored the area and visited the farmer’s markets 
in the area.  A few attended Viking Fest with many vendors, a Viking 
camp, and the parade.   That evening, we enjoyed a tasty pizza 
dinner on the Cooper’s patio, made comfy with a standing heater 
and seating around a table with a centered gas fire! 

  
On Sunday the 
group had ticketed 
reservations the Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge Island 
– “a 150-acre public landscape whose mission is to 
provide a tranquil and contemplative experience of 
nature. Prentice Bloedel, an early pioneer in renewable 
resources and sustainability in the timber industry, and 
his wife Virginia, purchased the J. Lister Holmes-
designed house and acreage in 1951. During the 30-
year Bloedel residency, they gradually transformed the 
former logging site into a multilayered, interconnected  
series of 
landscapes that 

celebrate the natural cycles of growth, decay, and 
regeneration.”   It was a marvelous opportunity to walk the trails, 
wander the lovely gardens, and visit the stately residence.  
  
Some headed back to “camp” to care for pets.  Others visited the 
Suquamish Tribal Museum and the moving, Japanese American 
Exclusion Memorial (1942) -- Nidoto Nai Yoni “Let It Not 
Happen Again”.  By 5:00 pm everyone was seated at a long, 
outdoor table w/heaters at “Sully’s Bistro & Bar” in Suquamish, 
where we enjoyed good food.  A good time was had 
by all!     
                
After a final breakfast on Monday at the Cooper home 
everyone headed home or began their journey to their 
next adventure.   
  
Submitted by:   
Jeanette Block, Historian 
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Viking Fest Rally Participants 
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Nine RVs made the journey to the south coast of Oregon for the Rally on the Lake at Lakeside.  

Mike and Lynn Ashbridge   Oregon City, OR 
Ed and Jeanette Block   Vashon Island, WA 
Scott and Carolyn Carpenter  West Richland, WA 
Thomas and Lisa Maxey   Stockton, CA 
Glenn Schweizer and Valeta Weaver  Woodburn, OR 
Wojo and Kathleen Walczak  Lakebay, WA 
Roy Miller     Medford, OR 
David and Pat Larson   Reno, NV 
Al and Elaine Zimmerman   Coos Bay, OR 

Gary and Irva Cooper and David and Sue Pierce were unable to attend the rally. It was pleasing to see so 
many new people attend this rally.  Some of the new Trek owners could be seen picking the brains of 
experienced owners for tips.  That is one of the reasons for rallies. 
 
The rally began with a dinner on Saturday featuring a heavy hors 
d’oeuvres potluck.  Everyone agreed that Pat Larson’s BBQ ribs were the 
highlight of the meal.  Following the meal Scott Carpenter led an 
interesting game focused on naming famous people.  Then it was an 
exciting game of Left – Right – Center.  David Larson won a lot of 
quarters for the laundromat while traveling in their Trek.   

 
Following breakfast on Sunday, rally 
attendees had a choice of things to do in the area.  It was the last day of the 
Oregon Chain Saw Carving contest in Reedsport.  
This event draws competitors from throughout 
the world.  The sculptures vary from bears to 
intricate carvings of storybook creatures.  An 
interesting event is the “quick draw” in which 
competitors have 90 minutes to create a carving 
from a block of wood. 
 
Following a dinner of chicken a la king, the group 
enjoyed a special presentation by Helen Mineau 

who has been in the Coos Bay area for many years.  Her topic was “Coos 
Bay – what was – what is – what is to come.”  The Coos Bay area has been 
the commercial center of the coast from its beginning.  It is the largest natural 
deep-water port between San Francisco and Seattle. At one time it was the 

RALLY ON THE LAKE 
Pre-rally Gathering 

June 18 – 21, 2022 

Wagon masters 
Al & Elaine Zimmerman 

Scott & Carolyn Carpenter 
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world’s largest lumber shipping port.  The future may bring a new emphasis to 
the area as a container port – especially since it has a railroad directly serving 
the area designated for container dock.  However the railroad will need some 
major improvements for that to happen. 
 
Monday’s breakfast was omelets in a bag.  Choose the ingredients, throw 
them in a plastic bag, seal it up tightly, and then place the bag in a pot of 
boiling water.  Approximately 12 minutes later, 
the omelet is cooked to perfection.  It must be 
good because each person made their own. 
 
Something new for the NW Trek Fun Club was 
added for this rally – a Secret Safari.  No one but 

the wagon masters knew the destination.  With sack lunches and a sense of 
curiosity, the safari caravan 
headed up the Millacoma River, 
past Allegheny, to Gold and 
Silver Falls State Park.  Silver 
Falls (259 feet) and Golden 
Falls (254 feet) are the 
second and third tallest 
waterfalls in 
the Oregon Coast Range.  At 
one time this was one of the 
best ways to travel from 
Marshfield (Coos Bay) to the 

valley.  Travelers would board a steamboat and travel to Allegheny, then 
board a motor car and travel beneath Silver Falls, climb a roadway 

blasted out of the rock over Golden Falls, 
through Lee’s Valley to Scottsburg.  After 
crossing the Umpqua River, travelers 
would go to Drain where they could catch 
the train to Portland.  The last resident left 
the valley above the falls when the road was closed in 1958. 
 
Monday’s dinner was an Asian buffet supplied by Sumin’s restaurant in 
Coos Bay.  It was so good! 
 
After a continental breakfast on Tuesday, the caravan to the FMCA NW 
Rally was formed.  It was a short and easy trip to the Mill in Coos Bay/North 

Bend.  Those who didn’t join the caravan made their way to their next port-of-call.  

  

 

 

 

Plan Now for a 2023 Rally 
• Spring Rally 

• Pre-rally near Albany 

• Summer Rally 

• Fall Rally 
Look at some new rally sites – on the 
coast or on the dry side of the 
mountains.  Be a Wagon Master & 
share the fun!! 

 

 

 

 

On to the Mill for 
FMCA NW Rally 
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NWTFC OFFICERS 
& Committee Chairs 

 

President – Mike Ashbridge 
  mikeashbridge@comcast.net 
  
 Vice President - Vacant 
 
Secretary – David & Sue Pierce 
  suedavidpierce@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer – Irva Cooper 
  tennis4yu@msn.com 
 
Natl. Dir – Al Zimmerman                                  
 zimmeralz@gmail.com 
  
Alt Natl. Dir – Tom Selvidge 
  tselvidge@msn.com 
   
Past President – Steve Webber-    
       Plank 
  donwebberplank@mac.com 
 
Rally Coordinator – Vacant 
 
Webmaster – John Herold 
  nwtfcwebmaster@gmail.com  
  
Historian – Jeannette Block 
  ed.jnet@earthlink.net 
 
Newsletter Editor  
 Al Zimmerman 
 
Member Care – Nancy Harris 
  nmharris47@gmail.com 
   

Feel free to contact 
NWTFC officers or 
committee chairs with 
questions or suggestions. 
 

NWTFC Website 
www.nwtfc.com 

The Northwest Trek Fun Club (NWTFC) was formed 
with the idea that Trek owners are people who are 
unique because the Trek design is quite unique.  
They are people who like to get out and visit the 
very beautiful sites and history of North America.  
However, they do not want to do it in a huge motor 
home.  The Trek design gives us the comforts of 
home but still is small enough to get into those off-
the-beaten-track sites.   
 
NWTFC was established in 2004 and currently has 
about 55 coach members, including Treks spanning 
the 1991 Isuzu to the 2008 28RB2 and the 2016 
Trek.  We pride ourselves in fostering new 
friendships and knowledge of the Trek.  We stress 
that our club's middle name is F-U-N. 
 
We plan several rallies each year in several states 
and communicate with our members by email, 
newsletter, and through the club website.  NWTFC 
territory covers WA, ID, OR, AK, MT, BC, Alberta, 
Northwest Territories, and the Yukon.  All Trek 
owners, regardless of their home state, are 
welcome to join or to attend our rallies as guests. 
 
Membership dues are $10 per calendar year.  See 
the website for a membership application. 
 
When your membership is processed, you will be 
given a password access to the secure Members 
Only page of the NWTFC website.   
 
NWTFC is a chapter of FMCA and very closely 
associated with SAFARI International.   

 

mailto:mikeashbridge@comcast.net
mailto:suedavidpierce@gmail.com
mailto:zimmeralz@gmail.com
mailto:donwebberplank@mac.com
mailto:ed.jnet@earthlink.net

